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Students did not sit exam papers in the June 2020 series due to the Covid-19 global pandemic. 
 
This mark scheme is published to support teachers and students and should be read together with the 
question paper. It shows the requirements of the exam. The answer column of the mark scheme shows the 
proposed basis on which Examiners would award marks for this exam. Where appropriate, this column also 
provides the most likely acceptable alternative responses expected from students. Examiners usually review 
the mark scheme after they have seen student responses and update the mark scheme if appropriate. In the 
June series, Examiners were unable to consider the acceptability of alternative responses, as there were no 
student responses to consider. 
 
Mark schemes should usually be read together with the Principal Examiner Report for Teachers. However, 
because students did not sit exam papers, there is no Principal Examiner Report for Teachers for the June 
2020 series.  
 
Cambridge International will not enter into discussions about these mark schemes. 
 
Cambridge International is publishing the mark schemes for the June 2020 series for most Cambridge 
IGCSE™ and Cambridge International A & AS Level components, and some Cambridge O Level 
components. 
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Generic Marking Principles 
 

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. 
They should be applied alongside the specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors 
for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these marking principles. 
 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1: 
 
Marks must be awarded in line with: 
 
• the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question 
• the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question 
• the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2: 
 
Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3: 
 
Marks must be awarded positively: 
 
• marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit 

is given for valid answers which go beyond the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, 
referring to your Team Leader as appropriate 

• marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do 
• marks are not deducted for errors 
• marks are not deducted for omissions 
• answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these 

features are specifically assessed by the question as indicated by the mark scheme. The 
meaning, however, should be unambiguous. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4: 
 
Rules must be applied consistently e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed 
instructions or in the application of generic level descriptors. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5: 
 
Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question 
(however; the use of the full mark range may be limited according to the quality of the candidate 
responses seen). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6: 
 
Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should 
not be awarded with grade thresholds or grade descriptors in mind. 
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Question Answer Marks 

1(a)(i) (secondary) road, 1 

1(a)(ii) 250 metres, 1 

1(a)(iii) church, 1 

1(a)(iv) deciduous trees, 1 

1(a)(v) high voltage line, 1 

1(b) radial/meet in centre/meet in Ouffet, 
main road E–W and secondary road SSW–NNE, 

1 

1(c)(i) 8500 m, 1 

1(c)(ii) east-south east, 1 

1(c)(iii) 109–113, 1 

1(c)(iv) 801890, 1 

1(d)(i) correct position of river, 
correct position of Chat. De Renal, 

2 

1(d)(ii) section continuing to rise but not reaching 300m, 1 

1(e) it is meandering, 
it has a flood plain of varying width, 
it is 50–100 m wide, 

3 

1(f) on valley floor,  ) 
on valley side,   ) in valley alone = 1 
west side/east facing, 
road junction, 
bridge point, 
railway, 
services/2 named services, 
river for water, 
woodland for fuel, 

4 
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Question Answer Marks 

2(a) in north, 
in centre, 
inland, 

2 

2(b)(i) dense population, 
no sparse areas, 
no/few minerals, 
relies on manufacturing, 

3 

2(b)(ii) sparse population, 
centre very sparse/<0.1/ km2, 
very large area, 
rich in minerals but exports, 

3 

   
Question Answer Marks 

3(a)(i) different threshold populations, 
different frequency of purchase, 

1 

3(a)(ii) hospital 
supermarket 
school 
local shop, 

1 

3(a)(iii) some people inefficient/don’t go to nearest supermarket, 
people may prefer different goods from different supermarkets, 
other reasons for going to towns, 

2 

3(b) extends along road, 
quicker/easier transport to town, 
 
upland sparsely populated, 
fewer services, 
bigger area needed for threshold population, 
 
influence of other settlement/supermarket (to south west), 

4 
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Question Answer Marks 

4 Fig. 4.1 
flat floor/flood plain 
second mark for flat area between lakes, 
steep sides 
concave slope, 
straight valley, 
wide valley/floor, 
delta, 
U-shaped, 
 
Fig. 4.2 
V-shaped (look at V in valley), 
steep sides, 
narrow valley/floor, 
interlocking spurs, 
straight slopes, 
 
Reserve 3 marks for each photograph. 

8 

   
Question Answer Marks 

5(a) they are within 20° of the Equator, 
they all reach a coastline, 

2 

5(b) there is a low annual range of temperature, 
temperatures are high throughout the year, 
there are two wetter seasons, 

3 

5(c)(i) canopy, 1 

5(c)(ii) drip tips, 1 

5(c)(iii) buttress (roots), 1 
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Question Answer Marks 

6(a) intensive, 1 

6(b) hand labour/no machinery, 
simple tool/hoe, 
ploughing, 
using animals, 
small plots, 
on flat valley floor 
on valley sides, 
bare land, 

4 

6(c) drought causes crop failure, 
floods destroy crops, 
tropical storms destroy crops/cause flooding, 
pests eat crops, 

3 
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